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Criminal data on justice was collected from the 1800s by scientists where they used statistical methods through the idea that they could use quantities to explain social phenomenon. Early publications of criminal data were first made in 1827 in France. There are some of the most frequently used sources of crime and criminal justice data and in our discussion we are going to introduce and describe them. We will identify their strength and weaknesses and finally compare them and determine which of them describes crime, criminal behavior and criminal justice better.
Three of the most commonly methods used include:                                                                                         1. Uniform Crime Report (UCR)                                                                                                                    2. National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVR)                                                                                                       3. Self-report surveys

Uniform Crime Report (UCR)

It was first conceived in the year 1929 during the prohibition era of the United States. It is a collection of different statistics on crime that covers the entire year. Data sourced is used to gauge crime trends in the country. The task of collecting, publishing and storing the statistics was first assigned to the FBI in the 1930s. Submission of these reports is accompanied methods of countering growing trends in crime.
Some of the advantages of this method are that it helps people to identify the safest part of country in a good format, it helps the people to see the historical perspective of the crime and thus they learn from their mistakes and it also lets the people to see their perspectives of a crime over a certain time period. The disadvantages are that it is not highly accurate for reliability, it has low rate of data come out and also data is highly affected by changes in laws in the society.
National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS)
This is the primary source of information on criminal victimization (Graves 2017). It is highly based on survey carried out by asking households questions. The main question in the survey is whether the members of the households whether they have ever been victims of crime. It includes all indexes of crimes except murder and business crimes.

The advantages of this survey include that it develops rapport and trusts with victims and this enables the sociologists to see through the eyes of victim, it has more increased validity since the researcher is ensured of sharing the same meaning with the victim and the source has a vivid and quality data about the experience of the victim. However, the method has some disadvantages which among them are time consumption in data collection and transcription of the information, more expensive and the data is hard to analyze.

Self-Report Survey

Data about crimes has been obtained through self-report studies that ask people if they have committed crimes (Stough 2013). The data show the difference in how people violate the law that is in the sense of the seriousness of the crime and how often they commit the crimes. This information plays a role in the determination of future policies.
The advantages of this of data source is that it is that it has good validity where questions are asked directly to the people and you get their opinions, it contains lots of both qualitative and quantitative data and the data can easily be replicated. The disadvantages include low response rate, misunderstanding of questions and biasness in social desirability. 

Crime is an act which breaks the law. Social laws and decisions of the people in power constitute the construction of crime in social level. One act can be seen as a crime in one social setting and not a crime in another setting. Crime is socially constructed as the society formally chooses which norms to legally obey by passing them into laws and breaking of these laws is seen as crime. National crime victimization survey (NCVS) provides the best information in explanation of criminal behavior and justice. This is because by researching the households help the researcher to study all the social settings in a country and help to counter crime in future.
These describe the three major sources of data on crime which is accompanied by their strengths and weaknesses. These are sources mainly in the United States as compared to other parts of the world. The information in these data sources is crucial in the social setting since it helps in installing policies and therefore it is important choose the most reliable source of data
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